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MOTION TO SUPPORT ASSEMBLY BILL 1873 (TORRleO), IF AMENDED, AND TO
DESIGNATE JANUARY 2006 AS SAFE SURRENDER MONTH IN LOS ANGELES
COUNTY (ITEM NO. 70-B, AGENDA OF JANUARY 31, 2006)

Item No. 70-B on the January 31, 2006 Agenda is a motion by Supervisor Knabe

recommending that the Board of Supervisors support AB 1873 (Torrico), if amended to
maintain the current scope of the Safe Surrender Program to infants up to 72 hours of
age and retain current provisions which allow a county Board of Supervisors to
designate sites. The motion also recommends that the Board designate January 2006
as Safe Surrender month to commemorate the passage of California's Safe Haven Law.

As introduced on January 18, 2006, AB 1873 would: 1) designate fire stations as Safe
Surrender sites; 2) raise the age at which a minor child can be surrendered from

72 hours old or younger to one year of age or younger; 3) appropriate $5 millon to the
California Department of Social Services to conduct a statewide awareness campaign
publicizing the existence of Safe Surrender sites; and 4) require the State to establish
and operate a toll-free telephone number to provide information and assistance to the
public regarding Safe Surrender sites.

Current law allows a parent to surrender a child 72 hours or younger to a designated
Safe Surrender site without incurring any criminal liabilty under the State's child
abandonment laws. The Board of Supervisors has the authority to designate Safe
Surrender sites. Additionally, current law allows a public or private hospital to be
designated as a Safe Surrender site.
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In 2005, your Board sponsored SB 116 (Dutton) which eliminated the January 1, 2006
sunset date for the Safe Haven Law. SB 116 was signed by the Governor on
October 7,2005.

The Departments of Children and Family and Fire endorse the recommendation to

support AB 1873, if amended to maintain the Board's discretion to designate Safe
Surrender sites for infants up to 72 hours old.

The provision in AB 1873, which provides $5 milion to conduct a statewide public
awareness campaign on Safe Surrender sites, is consistent with current Board policy to
promote and publicize the Safe Haven Law. Previous County-sponsored legislation,
SB 139 (Brulte), amended State law to all~w a Board of Supervisors to designate Safe
Surrender sites other than hospital emergency rooms. In addition, the Board has
consistently supported legislation which maintains the age at which a child can be safely
surrendered at 72 hours or younger. Therefore, the recommendation to support
AB 1873, if amended, is consistent with Board policy.
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